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petulant and tearful children, the little baking interior of the
lower part of the Tower their only shelter.

The thermometers mounted, the day wore on. The
conspirators in the Palace and the mutineers now sent and
demanded the surrender of the arsenal, while the few intrepid
young artillery officers and half a dozen staunch warrant
and non-commissioned officers prepared for defence, laid a
train to the small expense magazine, loaded their guns with
grape and stood by defiantly. The rebels had brought
ladders and tried to scale the walls. The defenders turning
out their Sepoy guard, defended themselves fiercely, and at
four in the afternoon, when all was lost save honour, blew
up the magazine, causing much damage to the attacking
crowd. The survivors blackened with smoke arrived by a
wicket at the main guard.

All communication with the Ridge was closed and no
orders came. As it grew to dusk the guard, a company of
the 38th N.I., fired on the officers and ladies taking shelter.
There was something of a sauve quipeut. The ladies and men
not too badly wounded were helped over the ramparts into
the ditch and on again to get into the jungle, whence they
got to Meerut after terrible cross-country wanderings for
which they were quite unequipped.

That is the story of the Palace and the Kashmir Gate
which the visitor should try and understand and envisage.
On the other side of the Palace, a different tragedy was in
progress. There the Eurasians and the humble Europeans
were entirely cut off from even the precarious rendezvous of
the Kashmir Gate, and were out in the bazaars a-marketing
or at work. Many were ruthlessly cut down without regaxd
to age or sex, others had collected in one or two of the
bungalows, all eventually to be gathered as prisoners within
the Palace save the lucky ones who were dead. One
bungalow's crew held out for several days, and in any case
few but women and children were taken to the Palace.
There a few days later, after being confined in an under-
ground department near the Naubat Khana, which you will